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' Yes, yes/ Her lips moved in a smile. * Where
have you been all this while, Michael? *

* The world over, old girl   Places you've never
heard of, I'll be bound.   And now I've come home/

* Yes.   Stephen will be surprised/

* I  bet he will/    He wondered whether she
were still uncertain of his identity.   She stood there
with indecision.    And yet she could   not be un-
certain.     Once you'd met him you'd  recognize
Michael Furze again anywhere, in the very confines
of the deepest darkness.

However, he could not stand there for ever, so he
said:

c What about sitting down, old girl, and waiting
a bit? I've been travelling all day/

* Yes, of course/

* I only left the boat this morning/
' The boat? '

* Yes*   Pve come from America.   Come straight
here to see how you were all getting along/

It seemed that she had made up her mind, for
again with that smile which came and went as
though she herself had nothing to do with it, she
moved down the halL She moved with the con-
centrated certainty of the blind and, commg to a
door on the left, opened it,

* You can make yourself comfortable here per-
haps.   Stephen won't be !ong> I'm sure/

He moved in, taking his brown bag with him.
He was at once struck with the icy coldness of the
room.

' My God!' he thought * I shan't be able to
stay here a week/

He saw things that he recognized*    The old